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IC 079 John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Collection

Summary information

Repository: McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library
Title: John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Collection
Reference code: IC 079
TARO [00071] : 00071
Date: 1900-2009 (cresation)
Physical description: .75 cubic feet (1 box), including 7 artifacts
L anguage: English

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The Museum of Health and Medical Science (also known as “The Health Museum”) opened on November
16, 1969, at the Houston Museum of Natural Science. Over the course of 21 years, it provided quality
information and education on health and the human body. After a successful multi-million-dollar
campaign, the John P. McGovern Building was constructed in Houston’ s Museum District, and the
museum officially opened on March 16, 1996. In late 2001, the John P. McGovern Museum of Health and
Medical Science was dedicated in Dr. McGovern’s honor to recognize the contributions of Dr. McGovern
to the Museum’ s success, which have helped educate and entertain hundreds of thousands of children

and families by providing innovative exhibits and interactive programs on health and medical science.

In July 2017, The Health Museum became a Smithsonian Affiliate, the first in the Houston Museum
District. Two years later, in November 2019, the museum celebrated its 50th anniversary in Houston's
museum community. Today, the Health Museum remains a favorite educational destination among many
Houstonians, asit continues to inspire interest and foster curiosity in health, the human body, and medical
sciences to individuals of all ages.

Custodial history
Deed-5

Scope and content

The John P. McGovern Museum Health and Medical Science Collection isan artificial collection of
ephemera and artifacts from the John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science. The ephemera
includes a publication called "Headlines', "Muse News', and other printed marketing materials acquired

by the McGovern Historical Collections staff, covering the years from 1998 to 2009. The artifacts include
seven pieces of antique medical equipment, including electrocardiograph machines, microscope slides with
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specimens, an ophthalmoscope, thoracoscope, and Dr. McGovern's personal medical bag. The collection
consists of 0.75 cubic feet (1 box), including 7 artifacts.
Subjects. John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science.

Physical condition
Materials are in good condition.
I mmediate sour ce of acquisition
Source unknown. Assumed to be the creator.
Restrictions on access
No restrictions to access.
Conditions governing use
Copyright restrictions may apply
Finding aids
None.
Accruals
No accruals are expected for this collection.
Other notes
*  Publication status: Published

Access points

McGovern, John P. (subject)

publications (documents) (documentary form)
ephemera (general object genre) (documentary form)
medical equipment (documentary form)
realia (documentary form)

Museums (subject)

Museum exhibits (subject)

Newsl etters (subject)

Museum publications (subject)

Medical instruments and apparatus (subject)
Houston (Tex.) (place)
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Seriesdescriptions

Series | C079-S1: Museum Publications
Creator: John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Date: 1998-2009 (creation)

Scope and content: This series consists of one box of materials published by the John P. McGovern
Museum of Health and Medical Science, including museum newsletters, marketing materials for exhibits,
and invitations to/programs for events regarding the museum and other affiliates.

Physical description: .75 cubic feet (1 box)

Publication status:
Published

File/item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
C079-001-000 Item - "Headlines' newsletter, vol. 1,no.2, 1998 1 document
Fall 1998

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 1

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Fall 1998 bulletin featuring news and information
on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-002-000 Item - "Headlines' newdletters, vol. 2, nos. 1999 3 documents
1-3, Winter, Summer, Fall 1999

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 2

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 1999 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs
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* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Fall 1999 bulletin featuring news and information

on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs
* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Winter 1999 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

C079-003-000

Item - " Headlines' newdletter, vol. 4, no.2, 2001 1 document
Summer 2001

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 3

Scope and content:

McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2001 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

C079-004-000

Item - "Headlines' newsdletters, val. 5, nos. 2002 2 documents
1-2, Winter, Summer, 2002
Physical storage:
Box: 1
Physical storage:
Folder: 4
Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2002 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Winter 2002 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercia-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
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mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-005-000 Item - "Headlines' newdletters, vol. 6, nos.  2003-2004 4 documents
2-5, March 2003-February 2004

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 5

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science March-May 2003 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science June-August 2003 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science September-November 2003 bulletin featuring news
and information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science December 2003-February 2004 bulletin featuring
news and information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-006-000 Item - "Headlines" newdletters, vol. 7, 2004 4 documents
nos. 1-3, March-May, Summer, Fall/

Winter 2004; Advertisement for '"Microbes

interactive exhibit, n.d.

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 6

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science March-May 2004 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2004 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Fall/Winter 2004 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* Advertisement for ‘Microbes' interactive exhibit, n.d.

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
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mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-007-000 Item - "Headlines' newdletter, vol. 2005 4 documents
8, no. 1, January-April 2005; " Muse

News' newsletter, Summer & Fall 2005;

Invitation to Football Exhibit, June 3, 2005

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 7

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science January-April 2005 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2005 bulletin featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Fall 2005 bulletin featuring news and information
on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* |nvitation to Tailgate Party given by John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Science

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

|C079-008-000 Item - " Muse News' newsletters, Spring, 2006 4 documents
Summer, Autumn, Winter 2006

Physical storage:
Box: 1

Physical storage:
Folder: 8

Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Spring 2006 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2006 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Autumn 2006 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Winter 2006 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
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mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-009-000

Item - " Muse News' newsletters, Summer, 2007 3 documents
Fall, Winter/Spring 2007
Physical storage:
Box: 1
Physical storage:
Folder: 9
Scope and content:

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Summer 2007 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Fall 2007 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

* McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Winter/Spring 2007 magazine featuring news and
information on upcoming museum events, exhibits, and programs

Restrictions on access:
Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

1C079-010-000

Item - Funeral program 2009 1 document
Physical storage:

Box: 1
Physical storage:

Folder: 10
Scope and content:

Funeral program for Louise Geerts
Restrictions on access:

Digital copy of front page made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

Series1C079-S2: M edical Equipment Artifacts
Creator: John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science

Date: 1900-1951 (creation)

Scope and content: This series consists of seven antique medical equipment artifacts, such as

medicine.

el ectrocardiograph machines, microscope slides with specimens, an ophthalmoscope, thoracoscope, and
Dr. John P. McGovern's persona medical bag containing arange of medical tools, first aid supplies, and
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Physical description: 7 artifacts

Publication status:

Published
File/item list
Reference code Title Dates Physical description
GAF-0205-000 Item - Sanborn Electrocar diograph ca. 1930-1950 1 artifact
Machine
Creator:

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:

Box: GAF
Physical storage:

Folder: GAF-0205
Scope and content:

Sanborn Twin Beam Model 62 Electrocardiogram made for Dr. Robert B. Crouch
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercia-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0205-001 Item - Sanborn Electrocar diograph 1930-1950 1 artifact
Machine - Image of Front (closed)

Creator:
Sanborn Company
Scope and content:
Sanborn Twin Beam Model 62 Electrocardiograph machine made for Dr. Robert B. Crouch

GAF-0205-002 Item - Sanborn Electrocar diograph 1930-1950 1 artifact
Machine - Image of Front (open)

Creator:
Sanborn Company
Scope and content:
Sanborn Twin Beam Model 62 Electrocardiogram made for Dr. Robert B. Crouch

GAF-0205-003 Item - Sanborn Electrocar diograph 1930-1950 1 artifact
Machine - Image of Control Panel

Creator:
Sanborn Company
Scope and content:
Sanborn Twin Beam Model 62 Electrocardiogram made for Dr. Robert B. Crouch

GAF-0206-000 Item - Coryllos Thoracoscope ca 1900 1 artifact

McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library
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Creator:

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:

Box: GAF
Physical storage:

Folder: GAF-0206
Scope and content:

American Cytoscope Makers Coryllos Thoracoscope
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0206-001 Item - Coryllos Thoracoscope - |mage of 1900 1 artifact
Front (closed)

Creator:

American Cytoscope Makers
Scope and content:
American Cytoscope Makers Coryllos Thoracoscope

GAF-0206-002 Item - Coryllos Thoracoscope - | mage of 1900 1 artifact
Front (open)

Scope and content:
American Cytoscope Makers Coryllos Thoracoscope
GAF-0207-000 Item - May Ophthalmoscope ca. 1920 1 artifact

Creator:

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:

Box: GAF
Physical storage:

Folder: GAF-0207
Scope and content:

Bausch & Lomb May Ophthalmoscope
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.
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GAF-0207-001

Item - May Ophthalmoscope - | mage of 1920 1 artifact
Front (closed)

Creator:
Bausch & Lomb
Scope and content:
Bausch & Lomb May Ophthalmoscope

GAF-0207-002

Item - May Ophthalmoscope - |mage of 1920 1 artifact
Front (open)
Creator:
Bausch & Lomb
Scope and content:
Bausch & Lomb May Ophthalmoscope

GAF-0208-000

Item - Leitz Microscope Case and Supplies  ca. 1927 1 artifact

Creator:
John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:
Box: GAF
Physical storage:
Folder: GAF-0208
Scope and content:

Leitz Microscope case containing various lenses, objectives, and other miscellaneous items; no
microscope

Restrictions on access:
Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0208-001

Item - Leitz Microscope Case and Supplies 1927 1 artifact
- Image of Front (closed)

Creator:
Leitz
Scope and content:

Leitz Microscope case containing various lenses, objectives, and other miscellaneous items; no
microscope

GAF-0208-005

Item - Leitz Microscope Case and Supplies 1927 1 artifact
- Image of Contents

Scope and content:

Leitz Microscope case containing various lenses, objectives, and other miscellaneous items; no
microscope

GAF-0208-008

Item - Leitz Microscope Case and Supplies 1927 1 artifact
- Image of Slides

McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library Page 12



IC 079

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science Collection

Scope and content:
Leitz Microscope Case and Supplies

GAF-0209-000

Item - Dr. John P. McGovern Medical Bag  n.d. 1 artifact

Creator:

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical ScienceJohn P. McGovern, MD
Physical storage:

Box: GAF
Physical storage:

Folder: GAF-0209
Scope and content:

Dr. John P. McGovern's medical bag containing various medical tools, supplies, and medicine
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0209-001

Item - Dr. John P. McGovern Medical Bag 1 artifact
- Image of Front (closed)

Creator:
John P. McGovern, MD
Scope and content:
Dr. John P. McGovern's medical bag containing various medical tools, supplies, and medicine

GAF-0209-002

Item - Dr. John P. McGovern Medical Bag 1 artifact
- Image of Contents

Creator:
McGovern Allergy ClinicJohn P. McGovern, MD
Scope and content:
Dr. John P. McGovern's medical bag containing various medical tools, supplies, and medicine

GAF-0209-004

Item - Dr. John P. McGovern Medical Bag 1 artifact
- Image of Contents_2

Creator:
John P. McGovern, MD
Scope and content:
Dr. John P. McGovern's medical bag containing various medical tools, supplies, and medicine

GAF-0217-000

Item - Sanborn Viso Cardiette Machine ca. 1951 1 artifact
Creator:
John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:
Box: GAF
Physical storage:

McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library
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Folder: GAF-0217
Scope and content:

Sanborn Viso Cardiette Model 51 with wood case, cardiette, and electrodes.
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercia-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0217-002 Item - Sanborn Viso Cardiette Machine - 1951 1 artifact
I mage of Front (open)

Creator:
Sanborn Company
Scope and content:
Sanborn Viso Cardiette Model 51 with wood case, cardiette, and el ectrodes.

GAF-0217-003 Item - Sanborn Viso Cardiette Machine - 1951 1 artifact
Image of Control Panel

Creator:
Sanborn Company
Scope and content:
Sanborn Viso Cardiette Model 51 with wood case, cardiette, and el ectrodes.

GAF-0218-000 I tem - Beck-L ee Electrocar diograph ca 1950 1 artifact
Machine

Creator:

John P. McGovern Museum of Health and Medical Science
Physical storage:

Box: GAF
Physical storage:

Folder: GAF-0218
Scope and content:

Beck-L ee Electrocardiograph Machine Model E
Restrictions on access:

Digital copies of artifact image made available by Texas Medical Center Library
Conditions governing use:

Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs. Images are to be
used for educational purposes only, and are not to be reproduced without permission from The
TMC Library, McGovern Historical Center, 1133 John Freeman Blvd, Houston, TX, 77030,
mcgovern@library.tmc.edu, 713-799-7899. Creative Commons License 4.0, Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs. CC BY-NC-ND.

GAF-0218-001 I tem - Beck-L ee Electrocar diograph 1950 1 artifact
Machine - Image of Front (closed)

Creator:
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Beck-Lee
Scope and content:
Beck-L ee Electrocardiograph Machine Model E

GAF-0218-004 Item - Beck-L ee Electrocardiograph 1950 1 artifact
Machine - Image of Control Panel

Creator:
Beck-Lee
Scope and content:
Beck-L ee Electrocardiograph Machine Model E

McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library Page 15
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