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MS 101 Robert W. Miller, MD papers

Summary information

Repository: McGovern Historical Center, Texas Medical Center Library

Title: Robert W. Miller, MD papers

Reference code: MS 101

TARO [00016] : 00016

Date: 1921-2006 (creation)

Physical description: 0.5 cubic foot (1 box).

Dates of creation,
revision and deletion:

May 18, 2011

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

Dr. Robert Warwick Miller was born on September 29, 1921 in Brooklyn, New York(1). Miller was the
eldest of two sons. Inspired by his parents’ passion for medicine as well as his uncle’s successful hospital,
Miller had always wanted to become a physician(2). He attended the University of Pennsylvania for
both his bachelor's and medical degrees(3). Miller greatly enjoyed medical school, particularly because
they “encouraged innovation” in their students(4). He trained in pediatrics during his residency at the
Buffalo Children’s Hospital. After completing his residency, Miller did not feel completely comfortable
going immediately into a medical practice and decided that he needed to further his education(5). He
graduated during a time in the medical community when specializing in a certain type of medicine was
the general standard, but Miller was not interested in focusing on a narrow system or area of the body(6).
Instead, Miller completed one year of post doctrinal training in radiation biology and radiation medicine
for the Atomic Energy Commission at the University of Rochester, Case Western Reserve and Duke
Universities(7). This was a new field that was attempting to discover the various effects of radiation on all
parts of the body(8).
At the end of his training in radiation medicine, Miller was drafted into the army and assigned as a Captain
to the Atomic Energy Project at the University of Rochester(9). While he was there, Miller “expressed
his concern over the frequent use of fluoroscopy for examining young children, which led to a heated
interdepartmental conference that resulted in more conservative radiological procedures, especially
for children”(10). After noticing this, Miller became particularly interested in how radiation affects
children(11).
At the end of his military tour in Rochester, Miller heard that two of the doctors he worked with would
be conducting some research with the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC) in Hiroshima. Miller
thought this might be a perfect field study to learn more about how radiation affects young children,
babies, and fetuses(12). Miller joined the ABCC as the chief ABCC Hiroshima’s children’s clinic(13).
Miller and others examined children who survived the bombing after a Japanese pediatrician(14). They
examined about 20 children a day, all between the ages of 9 and 19(15). Miller greatly enjoyed his time in
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Hiroshima and described it “it was a joyous time...it was like being 7 years old again and discovering many
fascinating things around me”(16). After the work for the ABCC was complete, Miller stayed in Hiroshima
for 6 more months to complete his pediatric study and to marry his wife(17). Miller met his wife, Haruko,
at the ABCC where she was a nurse. Haruko also went by the nickname Holly(18). They were married at
the U. S. Consulate in Kobe on February 21, 1955. They stayed in Hiroshima to complete Miller’s study
of pediatric radiation before heading home to the United States. From his study, Miller concluded that
“exposure to radiation before birth increased the incidence of mental retardation in children and small head
circumference”(19). He also concluded that the closer the fetus is to the bomb’s epicenter, the greater risk
there is for the child to have or develop health issues(20).
After his time in Hiroshima, Miller stayed on with the ABCC as a Professional Associate at the ABCC
office in the National Academy of Sciences where he was responsible for recruiting staff and providing
medical advice to the Chairman of the Division of Medical Sciences(21). While he was there, the ABCC
proposed a second course of study of children in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, but they needed a Chief of
Pediatrics to help plan and institute the study(22). Miller agreed to attend the University of Michigan to
get his doctorate in public health with the study as the research for his dissertation(23). This also served to
train Miller in epidemiology. After graduating with his doctorate, Miller took the position as the Chief of
the Epidemiology Branch at the National Cancer Institute (NCI) in 1961, where he remained for much of
the rest of his career(24).
As the Chief of the Epidemiology Branch of the National Cancer Institute, Miller devoted himself to
studying two different things: the link between cancer and congenital anomalies, and pediatric cancer
epidemiology(25). To study the link between cancer and congenital anomalies, Miller conducted studies of
different parings of cancers with genetic diseases. He studied the link between Wilms tumor and Aniridia,
Down syndrome and leukemia, Ataxia-telangiectasia and leukemia and many more. In these studies,
Miller concludes that there does seem to be a link between certain genetic disorders and certain types of
cancer(26). In 1976, Dr. Miller became the Chief of the Clinical Epidemiology Branch of the National
Cancer Institute(27). Throughout his career, Miller has had the opportunity to go to different sites around
the world where people were exposed to vast amounts of radiation(28). He went to study Dioxin in Seveso,
Italy as well as participating in the Air Force Agent Orange Study. He was able to go back to Hiroshima
again, as well as Chernobyl and the Marshall Islands(29).
Dr. Miller was the Chief of the Clinical Epidemiology Branch of the National Cancer Institute until he
retired in 1994(30). Throughout his career, Miller conducted a wide variety of studies and published most
of his findings. When he retired in 1994, he was named a scientist emeritus at the National Cancer Institute
and continued his research up until the year before his death(31). Dr. Miller died of colon cancer at his
home on February 23, 2006 at the age of 84(32).

Custodial history

Deed-3

Scope and content

The Robert W. Miller, MD, papers, MS 101, includes materials from 1953 through 1998 related to the
Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC) and the Radiation Effects Research Foundation (RERF). Miller
was the chief pediatric physician on the team that conducted the research and observations in Hiroshima. This
collection encompasses this period of time in Dr. Miller's career, as well as scholarly work relating to the
results of the ABCC's research. Dr. Miller donated his collection of personal and business correspondence,
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journal articles, book reviews, business reports, newspaper articles, pamphlets, and a book to the John P.
McGovern Historical Collections and Research Center between 1994 and 1998. The materials are in good
condition. The collection is 0.5 cubic feet (one box).
This collection contains four series: I. Biographical; II. Correspondence; III. Publications; and IV. Ephemera.
This collection contains many journal articles that analyze the results of the research collected by the ABCC.
One of the highlights of this collection is the personal letters written by Dr. Miller to his family during his
time in Hiroshima, which gives a glimpse into the day to day life of the time.

Notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Dr. Miller donated his materials to the Houston Academy of Medicine-Texas Medical Center Library
sporadically throughout the years 1994-1998 as part of an initiative to collect the personal papers of
individuals who had participated in the work of the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged into the following series.
Series I. Biographical
Series II. Correspondence
Series III. Publications
Series IV. Ephemera

Restrictions on access

The collection is open for research.

Conditions governing use

Copyright restrictions may apply.

Related material

Related materials include the assorted Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission (ABCC) collections located at
the McGovern Historical Research Center. Consult an archivist for more information.

Accruals

No accruals are expected for this collection.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Atomic Energy Commission.
• Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission
• Radiation Effects Research Foundation
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• Miller, Robert W. (subject)
• Correspondence (documentary form)
• Memos (documentary form)
• Journal articles (documentary form)
• Newspaper articles (documentary form)
• Book reviews (documentary form)
• Business reports (documentary form)
• Pamphlets (documentary form)
• Letters (documentary form)
• Photographs (documentary form)
• Radiation (subject)
• Genetic disorders (subject)
• Epidemiology (subject)
• ABCC Collections (subject)
• Cancer (subject)
• Pediatrics (subject)
• Hiroshima, Japan (place)

Series descriptions

Series MS101-S1 : Series I: Biographical;
Date: 1954-1998 (creation)

Scope and content: Scope and Content Note: This series contains biographical information. The second
folder also includes journal articles and memorial pamphlets. The third folder in this series contains
photographs of various members of the ABCC, focusing primarily while they were in Japan conducting
their research. Most of the photographs have descriptive information written on their backs by Dr. Miller.

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
gi203663101 File - Biographical Material 1994-1998.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 1

gi203663102 File - Biographies of ABCC Members 1973-1998.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 2
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gi203663103 File - Photographs 1954-1960, 1996.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 3

Series MS101-S2 : Series II: Correspondence;
Date: 1953-1995 (creation)

Scope and content: Scope and Content Note: This series contains both personal and business
correspondence. The first folder contains personal letters from Dr. Miller to his family during his time
in Hiroshima. The second folder primarily contains interoffice memos. The fourth folder contains some
business letters and a summary of a report for the RERF.

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
gi203663104 File - Personal Correspondence; November 1953-

October 1954.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 4

gi203663105 File - ABCC Correspondence; 1966-1995.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 5

gi203663106 File - ABCC Reports and Proposals; 1969-1976.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 6

gi203663107 File - RERF Correspondence; 1979-1983.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 7

Series MS101-S3 : Series III: Publications;
Date: 1956-1997 (creation)
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Scope and content: Scope and Content Note: This series contains most of the published material within
the collection. The first folder contains some publications of the RERF, including a report by the
foundation and a directory of retired members. The second folder in the series contains journal articles.
The articles, written by Dr. Miller, other ABCC members, and others in the medical field, analyze and
discuss some of the findings of the ABCC's studies and secondary findings from those. The third folder
contains book reviews of books written about the effects of the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki as well as the ABCC's study and what they were doing at the time. The fourth folder contains
newspaper articles about an exhibit on the effects of the atomic bombings and some articles published in
the Japanese newspaper Chugoku Shimbun about the ABCC. The fifth folder in the series contains a book
about a study of the radiation effects of the atomic bombings and a couple of pamphlets about the ABCC.

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
gi203663108 File - RERF Publications; 1978-1996.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 8

gi203663109 File - Journal Articles; 1956-1995.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 9

gi203663110 File - Book Reviews; 1981-1995.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 10

gi203663111 File - Newspaper Articles; 1995-1996.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 11

gi203663112 File - Books and Pamphlets; 1970-1997.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 12

Series MS101-S4 : Series IV: Ephemera;
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Date: 1956-1997 (creation)

Scope and content: Scope and Content Note: This series contains the ephemera of the collection. Folder
one contains a limited period membership card to the Joint Services Officers Mess in Tokyo, Japan.

Publication status:

Published

File / item list

Reference code Title Dates Physical description
gi203663113 File - Membership Cards: Joint Services

Officers Mess;
May 8, 1968.

Physical storage:

Box: 1

Physical storage:

Folder: 13
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